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Stained Glass Windows 

 One project stands out above all others. 

The 18 stained glass windows that adorn St. 

Joseph Church depict images of Christ’s life and 

provide inspiration to the faithful who pray 

within the sanctuary. 

 Time, the elements, and trapped heat have 

caused the beautiful stained glass windows to 

deteriorate since their installation in 1880. Lead 

connecting strips and solder joints are failing, 

leaving 

pieces 

of col-

ored 

glass 

vulner-

able. 

The 

window 

sashes are in disrepair (D).  

 One window — the rose window above the 

choir loft — was immediately repaired last year 

after an assessment by a stained glass restora-

tion company. It was in jeopardy of falling out.  

 To complete the remaining repairs, each 

window will be removed to a studio and re-

leaded with new strips and new solder joints. 

The window sashes will be scraped, painted, and 

fixed. New, properly vented frames and protec-

tive glass will be installed on exterior windows. 

To restore all church windows, including the 

rose window already repaired, the cost is 

$80,000. The return is priceless. Work is ex-

pected to take eight months to complete and 

will extend the life of the windows by 100 years. 

Joining the Campaign 

 Each of our 760 parish families is being 

asked to prayerfully consider an investment to 

ensure the longevity of our parish facilities. 

You will be contacted by phone, mail, or in 

person and asked to pledge your financial sup-

port to the Faith in Our Future campaign. We 

invite you to view the campaign video on You-

Tube through the link on our parish website 

(www.stjoseph-dewitt.4lpi.com).  

 Pledges can be paid monthly, quarterly, or 

annually. The full amount (100%) of your gift 

will go toward capital improvements. A three-

year pledge is suggested, but up to five years is 

acceptable. Automatic EFT payments are en-

couraged. Please indicate your total gift and 

payment schedule on the enclosed pledge 

form. Payment reminders will be mailed or 

emailed to donors. Payments over three years 

at varying levels are illustrated below. 

 Although pledges will be accepted 

throughout the campaign, we encourage         

parishioners to make a commitment by           

December 31, 2012, so important work can 

begin. A link on the parish website provides 

answers to frequent questions. We would love 

to visit with you about Faith in Our Future! 
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 Contact the parish office at (563) 659-3514 

or call a campaign volunteer to learn more. 

Contact the Campaign Committee by email at: 

faithinourfuture@hotmail.com 

 All campaign materials, including the 

DVD, brochure, and logo, were created by par-

ish volunteers. All campaign printing and post-

age costs are being donated by members of the 

campaign committee. 

D 

Three-Year Payment Plan 

Total Gift Annual Quarterly Monthly 

$15,000 $5,000 $1,250 $417 

$10,000 $3,333 $833 $278 

$5,000 $1,667 $417 $139 

$3,000 $1,000 $250 $83 

St. Joseph Parish 

417 Sixth Avenue 

DeWitt, Iowa  52742 
 

www.stjoseph-dewitt.4lpi.com 

phone (563) 659-3514 



J esus taught us that faith the size of a mustard seed 

could move a mighty mountain. We profess our 

faith when we worship together as one parish. 

Now, the members of St. Joseph Parish are asked to 

exhibit Faith in Our Future in order to preserve this 

beautiful church built by Christian believers who came 

before us. After fire destroyed their previous church, Catholic families who had settled in DeWitt built 

our current church in 1880, trusting it would serve generations to come… and it has. 

 Now, 132 years later, St. Joseph Parish is embarking upon a $500,000 capital campaign to raise the 

needed funds to complete important repairs to parish facilities. Join us as we refurbish, repair, and          

renew the physical center of our spiritual lives. 

 “To provide a Catholic environment for our parish” is central to the mission of St. Joe’s. The       

projects described here allow us to gather in one building to pray, celebrate sacraments, mourn, 

worship, learn, and share fellowship.  

 

Campaign Defined 

 Members of the St. Joseph Parish Council, Finance Council, and Board of Education diligently 

balance the school and parish budgets each year. During the past six years, more than $420,000 worth 

of facility projects have been completed, including a new 

school roof, a new rectory, tuck-pointing of the church, 

windows and siding for the school, and new carpet in 

the Gathering Space/Harness Hall. These projects 

exhausted available funding sources for facility 

improvements. 

 In late 2011, the three councils jointly determined 

that regular flows of income were not sufficient to 

afford a growing list of facility projects that needed 

prompt attention. A capital campaign was approved at 

the local level, and subsequently by Diocesan leaders. 

Faith in Our Future was born. 

 Seven distinct projects were identified as priorities 

and will be funded by the Capital Campaign. Addition-

ally, the campaign will generate reserve monies to cover 

future facility improvements and maintenance projects. 

Project Cost              

Church Subfloor $74,000 

Stained Glass Windows $80,000 

School Boiler $90,000 

Gymnasium Roof $50,000 

Tile Floor Vestibule $10,000 

Carpeting $25,000 

Locker Rooms $70,000 

Future Projects $101,000 

Total Campaign Goal $500,000 

Key Projects 

“You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church.” 

        —Matthew 16:18 

 Over time, the wooden floor joists of St. Joseph’s Church rotted at the point of contact where the 

joists meet the limestone foundation (photo A). Temporary repair jobs bought time, but were not a 

permanent solution. Because of the importance and urgency of this project, $74,000 was borrowed 

from the parish emergency reserve fund in 2011 to safely 

and professionally stabilize the church subfloor. A 

successful capital campaign will replenish our reserve fund 

and again provide St. Joe’s the financial stability such a fund 

permits. 

 The boiler system for St. Joseph’s School is 1980s 

vintage and is inefficient at best (B). Obtaining replacement 

parts is increasingly difficult and the boiler is at risk of 

failing in the midst of a school year. To install and equip two new natural gas-fired, hot water boilers 

that operate at 88% efficiency, will require an investment 

of $90,000. 

    The 9,000 square-foot school gymnasium roof is a 

barrel-roof design. Although the roof does not need to 

be replaced, a restoration coating is recommended to 

extend the life of the existing roof. The coating is fire 

resistant and offers UV protection. The cost is estimated 

at $50,000 with a life expectancy of 15 to 20 years. 

     Two flooring 

projects are on the 

list. The tile floor in the vestibule of the East church entrance 

has buckled due to foundation and basement problems. It now 

presents a safety hazard. Carpeting in the school’s library, 

computer room, and the music/youth group room needs 

replaced. These high-traffic areas are frequently used  by 

schoolchildren, religious education students, and adults. 

Combined, the flooring projects will cost approximately $35,000. 

 The St. Joseph’s School lockers rooms (C) are original to 1955. The showers, sinks, floor, lockers, 

and toilets show their age. A basic, complete renovation of two lockers rooms will cost about $70,000. 
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